Customer No. 22,852 
Attorney Docket No. 09812.0392 
Application No. 10/529,480 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) Th e imag e proc e ssing apparatus according to cla i m 1 . 
fafthef An image processing apparatus for generating a wide-angle picture by 
overlapping three or more pictures captured at different visual points, each picture 
including a part of at least one other picture, the image processing apparatus 
comprising: 

an overlap detecting means for detecting an overlap portion of a first picture and 
a second picture within the wide-angle picture: 

a comparing means for comparing pixel values between pixels of the first and 
second pictures in each of the overlap portions within the wide-angle picture: 

a splicing means for performing a splicing by shifting the overlap portions based 
on the comparison bv the comparing means: 

a difference calculating means for calculating the absolute value of differences in 
pixel values, for each color component, between the first and second picture pixels 
identical in position on the wide-angle picture in each of the overlap portions. 

wherein the comparing means compares the sum of the absolute values from all 
of the overlap portions with a first predetermined threshold: and 
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a logarithm transformation means for performing a logarithm transformation of 
the sum, wherein the comparing means compares the logarithm transformation of the 
sum with a second predetermined threshold. 

4. (Currently amended) Tho imago procoss i ng apparatus according to c l aim 1, 
furthef An image processing apparatus for Generating a wide-angle picture bv 
overlapping three or more pictures captured at different visual points, each picture 
including a part of at least one other picture, the image processing apparatus 
comprising: 

an overlap detecting means for detecting an overlap portion of a first picture and 
a second picture within the wide-angle picture: 

a comparing means for comparing pixel values between pixels of the first and 
second pictures in each of the overlap portions within the wide-angle picture: 

a splicing means for performing a splicing bv shifting the overlap portions based 
on the comparison bv the comparing means: 

a difference calculating means for calculating the absolute value of differences in 
pixel values, for each color component, between the first and second picture pixels 
identical in position on the wide-angle picture in each of the overlap portions. 

wherein the comparing means compares the sum of the absolute values from all 
of the overlap portions with a first predetermined threshold: and 

a median detecting means for calculating the median value, for each color 
component, of the absolute values in the overlap portions, 

wherein the comparing means compares the sum of the median values with a 
second predetermined threshold. 
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5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Previously presented) A computer-readable media storing a program for 
causing a computer to execute a method for generating a wide-angle picture by 
overlapping three or more pictures captured at different visual points, each picture 
including a part of at least one other picture, the method comprising: 

detecting an overlap portion of a first picture with a second picture within the 
wide-angle picture; 

comparing pixel values between pixels of the first and the second pictures in 
each of the overlap portions in the wide-angle picture; 

performing a splicing by shifting the overlap portions based on the comparison 
obtained by a processing in the comparison step; 

calculating the absolute value of differences in pixel values, for each color 
component, between the first and the second picture pixels identical in position on the 
wide-angle picture in each of the overlap portions; 

calculating the median value, for each color component, of the absolute values; 

and 

comparing the sum of the median values with a predetermined threshold. 



